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Board of Commissioners Meeting Minutes 

Date:  January 17th, 2024 
Time:   12:00 pm 
Location:  28911 Krentel Rd. Lacombe, LA 70445 

 

Call to Order  
The meeting was called to order at 12:03pm.   

A roll call was ordered by the Chairman, report as follows:  
 Present: John Evans, Merrick Tassin, Gene Bellisario, Jake Airey, Bret Ibert, Michael 
Ferrell                                   

Absent: James Davis  
A quorum was present. 
 
Other Attendees: Rodney Hart, Sean Spanel, Stephanie Boykin, Kaylene Smith 

 
 

 
 

 

1. Consider Approval of December 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes 
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Merrick Tassin to approve December 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes. 
 

Support: Seconded by Gene Bellisario. 
Ayes: John Evans, Merrick Tassin, Gene Bellisario, Jake Airey, Bret Ibert, Michael Ferrell 
Absent:  James Davis 
Nays: 0   

Abstain: 0   

Chairman asked for any further discussion or public comment, no response. 
 

2. Consider Approval of December 2023 Finance Committee Meeting Minutes 
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Gene Bellisario to approve December 2023 Finance Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Support: Bret Ibert 
Ayes: John Evans, Merrick Tassin, Gene Bellisario, Jake Airey, Bret Ibert, Michael Ferrell 
 
Absent:  James Davis 
Nays: 0   

Abstain: 0   

Chairman asked for any further discussion or public comment, no response. 
 

3. Consider Approval of December 2023 Public Hearing Minutes 
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Gene Bellisario to approve December 2023 Public Hearing Minutes. 
 
Support: Jake Airey  
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Ayes: John Evans, Merrick Tassin, Gene Bellisario, Jake Airey, Bret Ibert, Michael Ferrell 
Absent:  James Davis 
Nays: 0   

Abstain: 0   

Chairman asked for any further discussion or public comment, no response. 
 

4. Consider Approval of December 2023 Financial Statements.  
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Gene Bellisario to approve December 2023 Financial Statements. 
 
Support: Michael Ferrell.  
Ayes: John Evans, Merrick Tassin, Gene Bellisario, Jake Airey, Bret Ibert, Michael Ferrell 
Absent:  James Davis 
Nays: 0   

Abstain: 0   

Chairman asked for any further discussion or public comment, no response. 
 
 

5. Consider Approval of Resolution 24-0117-01 Adopting the Amended 2023 
Budget. 
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Gene Bellisario to adopt the Resolution 24-0117-01. 
 
Support: Merrick Tassin  
 
 
*Roll Call Vote* 
Ayes: John Evans, Merrick Tassin, Gene Bellisario, Jake Airey, Bret Ibert, Michael Ferrell 
Absent:  James Davis 
Nays: 0   

Abstain: 0   

Chairman asked for any further discussion or public comment, no response. 
 

 

6. Consider Approval of Resolution 24-0117-02 Adopting the 2024 Budget. 
 

Motion:  A motion was made by Michael Ferrell to adopt the Resolution 24-0117-02. 
 
Support: Jake Airey 
 
*Roll Call Vote*  
Ayes: John Evans, Merrick Tassin, Gene Bellisario, Jake Airey, Bret Ibert, Michael Ferrell 
 
Absent:  James Davis 
Nays: 0   

Abstain: 0   

Chairman asked for any further discussion or public comment, no response. 
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7. Consider Approval to Sign the 2024 Engagement Letter for Kushner LaGraize 
CPA Firm 

 

Motion:  A motion was made by Gene Bellisario to sign the 2024 Engagement Letter for Kushner 
LaGraize CPA Firm 
 
Support: Jake Airey 
 
*Roll Call Vote*  
Ayes: John Evans, Merrick Tassin, Gene Bellisario, Jake Airey, Bret Ibert, Michael Ferrell 
Absent:  James Davis 
Nays: 0   

Abstain: 0   

Chairman asked for any further discussion or public comment, no response. 
 

 

8.   Public Education 
 

Sean Spansel provides the Board with Public Education Report. 

Athena Walker is continuing to work with the local schools along with Career Day events, Driver 

Education, and Mental Health events. 

 

9.   Directors Report 
 

a. Rodney Hart informs the Board that the advertisement of the Annex bid went out on 
01/18/24.  There will be a Pre Bid Meeting held on 02/07/24, bids are due on 02/20/24, 
contractor’s bond date is 03/04/24, legal review for the contract 03/04/24-03/18/24 and 
contract gets signed and recorded with a mobilization date 04/01/24. There will then be a 
notice of proceed with 300 days of construction, 30 delay days. 
 

b. Rodney Hart presented the December 2023 PSAP Call Statistics: 9,350 total 911 calls. All 
agencies met the 95% under 15 seconds.  All agencies met requirement for 99% of calls 
answered in 40 seconds or less.   

 
 
 

10.   Fire QA Report 
 
Kaylene Smith presented the December 2023 Fire District 1 Call Statistics. Calls answered under 
10 seconds was 98.47% and calls answered under 20 seconds was 100%.  Total 9-1-1 calls 
answered was 2,390. The call answer times were acceptable by PIAL/NFPA standards. 
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11.    Adjournment 
 

  Motion:  A motion was made by Gene Bellisario at 12:15 a.m. to adjourn.  
 
Support: Jake Airey. 
Ayes: John Evans, Merrick Tassin, Gene Bellisario, Jake Airey, Bret Ibert, Michael Ferrell 
 
Absent:  James Davis 
Nays: 0   

Abstain: 0   

Chairman asked for any further discussion or public comment, no response. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


